The necessity of prophylactic antibiotics in uncomplicated appendicitis during childhood.
A prospective, randomized, clinical study was done to evaluate the place of prophylactic antibiotics in uncomplicated childhood appendicitis. One hundred patients with uncomplicated appendicitis were randomly assigned to one of four groups, each consisting of 25 cases. Group 1 patients did not receive prophylactic antibiotic. Group 2, group 3, and group 4 patients received ornidazole, penicillin plus tobramycin, and piperacillin, respectively. The use of prophylactic antibiotics did not yield better results than the use of placebos. The rarity of infectious complications after uncomplicated appendicectomy may be unique for children. Although the need for antibiotic prophylaxis is well documented in adults, the rarity of infectious complications makes it highly questionable in the treatment of uncomplicated appendicitis in children.